PUBLIC DOCUMENTS.
GENERAL SCOTT'S LETTER.
Mexico, February 24, 1848.

Sin: On the 18th I received your two letters
s the 13tn ultimo, and immediately issued the
geoeral _order No. 59, (a copy enclosed,) de-
solviDg the command of the army, in Mexico,
ypon Major General Butler. e
*1sthe officers detailed for the court of inqui-
rv. before which I am ord-red to appear asa
crimiual, are not known to have afrived in the
country, 1 avail myself of a moment's leisure Lo
.ocall some of the neglects, disappuintments, m-
;u'ries. and rebukes which have be_t*n inflicted
upon me by the War Department, since qudﬁ‘
parture from Washington, No‘.'qm‘._mr _:33, 1546.

To me, the business of recrimination, how-
ever provoked, has ever been painful. In this
summary [ shall \herefore indulge in no wan-
tonuess of language, but confine myself to naked
Listorical facts—leaving conclusions (o men of
sense and candor. Z

ln the hurry of preparation tor Mexico, (only
jonr days were allowed me at Washingtun, when
wenly might have been most advantazeous'y
cmpioyed 1n the great bureaux—ibuse of the
chiel engineers, chiet ol ordnance, chiet gnarier-
waster and chiet commissary of subsistence) 1
handed to you a written reques!, that 1 of 3uf our
accomplished captains, therein named might be
appointed assisiant adjutant general, wih the
rack of major, for duty with me in the field; and
\hete was a vacancy a! the time forone, My re-
quest has never been atiended to, and thus I have
had no officer of the Adjuiant General's Depart-
ment with me in the campaign. Can another
instance be cited of denying v a gcn:ra!-m-rhlef.
in the field, at the head of @ larze army—or even
a small one—the seleciivn ol his chlef_{:f his
staff—that is, the chief in the depar.ment ol orders

; sponiencel
anl{;:ﬂryreinp&c tollowing Janoary, | qsked thata
general coar-mari ial might be appoinied on the
part of the President, far the trial vt 1wo oflicers
(name by me) for conduct cach had committed,
that endangered, in a high degree, the success of
the iippending campaian; and | specially referred
10 the anomalons and fatal act of Congress, (May
29, 183),) which prohibi ed me, as the “accuser
or prosecutor,” from ordering the court for the
iial ol the cases. My applicatiovn has never
heen noticed.  This negleet alone oought early to
hive admonished me that 1 had no hope ol sup-
portat Washington, in any attempt I might make
{azainsl cerlain cfivers) 1o maintain necessary
discipline in the army 1 was abont to lead into
the fisld. 1 len Washington highly flatered with
ihe confidence and Kindness ihe President had
just shown me, in many lung personal interviews
s milnary matiers. For mure than 2 months my
expressions ol gratitude were daily and fervent,
por were they less emphatic towards the head of
the War Departmeit  Procecding with zeal and
confidence in my most hazardous duties, 1 learn-
ed, January 27, at the drazns San Jago, that an
aiempt was on oot 1w cr=ate a licuienant zene-
ral 0 take command v the tield over me, Shock-
ed and distressed, I allowed of no relaxation in
my efforts to serve my covoiry, resolved that for
tb= short time 1 was likely to remain in commis-
sion W be—

“True asthe dial to the sun,
Although it be nol shined upon.*’

A yet greater outrage soon followed: failing
1o oblain an act for the citizen lieutenant gene-
ral, a bill was pressed upon Congress to author-
ize the placing a junior major general just ap-
pointed (the same individual) in command over
all the old major generals then in front of the
enemy!

I will not here trust myself to add a soldier’s
comment upon those attempts; but I may thaok
God that He did not allow them, nor subsequent
injuries, to break down entirely the spirit and
abilities (such as they are) with which He had
endowed me.

Foreseeing, at Washington, that from the great
demands of commerce at the moment, it would
be difficult, if not impossible, lo take up, per
haps at_any price, a sufficient bumber of ves-
sels at New Orleans and Mobile to transport
the regiments of my expedition from the Rio
Grande froutier to Vera Cruz, | endeavored to
impress upon the War Department the necessi-
ty of sending out, from the Northern and East-
ern ports, o certain number of large ships in
ballast, in order that the expedition might not be
deiayed, and in view of “the fixed fact”—the
return of the vomito at Vera Cruz in the Spring
of the year—a delay of afew weeks was likely
to prove a total defeat.

n a paper transmitled to me, headed " Memo.
randum for the Quartermaster General.” marked
“War Depariment, December 15, 1846" and
signed by the Secrelary, which [ received Janua-
v 8,1t is said:

“u[ndependently of this number of transporis
{or troops and ordnance stcres, [{rom the north,]
there wiil b required, say, five ships for the trans-
poriation of the [surf] boats now being prepared,
Lesides which ten vessels must be taken up and
sent uut in baliast, [for troops,] unless stores can
be put on board, to make up the nomber (40) re-
qaire.| by the commanding general.”

The date ot this memorandum is December
15, more than three weeks atier my requisition
and depariure froin Washinglon.  Of not one of
the “ten vessels” in ballast, or with stores, (leav-
ing room for treops,) have I heard, up to this day.
Relying upon them, confidently, the embarcation
was delayed, in whole or in part, at the Brazos
and Tampico, from the 15th ol Janoary to the
4.0 of March; leaving, it was feared, not hall the
tme needed tor the redoction of Vera Croz and
its castle belore the return of the yellow fever.—
But hail the suri-hoats came at all; and of the
siege irain and ordnance stores, only aboul one-
hait had arrived when (he Mexican flags were
replaced by those ol the United Stales on those
furmidable places. We succeeded, at last, in
reaching the peintof anack, in the midst of fright-
fal mortders, by means, in great pari, ol trading
craft, small and hazardous, picked up acridental-
ly at the Brazos and Tampico; and when the
army got ashore, i:s science and valor had tosup-
piv all deficiencies in heavy guns, mortars, and
vrdnance stores.

The first leiter that | received from the depart-
ment, alier enlering the caplured ciiy, cuntained
an elaborate rebuke, (Jaied February 22,) for
having ordered Col. Harney, 2d dragoons, to re-
main in the command ot the cavalry with Major
General Taylor, so as to leave Major Sumner, of
the same regiment, the senior of that arm in my
expedition, There was no greal difference in the
nomber of cavalry companies with the twoar-
mies. ‘This rebuke was wrilten with a compla-
ceucy that argaed the highest prolessional expe-
rience in such matiers, and could pot have been
more confilent in its tone, it diciated to the greens
est general of the recent appointmen's. Yet,
without the power of selecting commanders ol
particular corps, no general-in-chiel would ven-
lore 10 take upun himself the conduct vl a criti-
cal campaizgn Such selections were always made
Yy the Father uf his country, and the principal
generals under him. Su inthe campaign of 1814,
I mysell sent away, against their wishes, three
s:nior field-othicers ¢f as many regiments, who
were infirm, uninsirucied, and inedicient, in favor
of three juniors, and with the suusequent appro-
bation of Major Gen. Brown, on his joining me
aod (he head of the Wai Depaniment. Boin were
well acquainted with the customs of war, in like
cases, al home and abroad; and without that en-
ergy un my part, itis highly probable that no
American citizen would ever have cited the bat-
tles of the Niagara withour a sigh for his coun-
tey. 1 am happy, bowever, that before a word had
been received from the depariment, and, indeed
belore it could have hai any knowledae of the
question, I had decided 1o take with me the frank
and gallant colonel, and hope soon to leary that
he and very many otherfhicers have been rewar-
ded with brevets for their hizhly distinguishcd
services in the campaign that followai.

K It wnlt e‘ijn relerence 1o the same rebuke, that, in

‘knowledging your commuunicati i
Vera Cruz, Apeil Sib: 1 md e

“l might very well eontrovert the mili
principles so confidently laid down by |h3!ii:::i
mneat, (in the lever of the 22nd of Febroary)—
but believing that the practice of ths U, Siates
arny in the two wars with Great Britain would
have mo weightin the parti ular co s¢, I waive for-
ther reply—having, at the moment, no leisure
and no |_nclt:ialmn for controversy,” '

Alluding 10 1h> heary disappointmen's in re-
spect Lo (ranSpons, siege irains, and ordnance
votes, then already experienced, | wroe 1o the
"A"p;,umem, from Lobos, Feb, 98 %

“Perhaps noexpedition wasever « !
ably delayed-—byr::: wan! o! ;;.:Er\\i:h:”':ff:: ne.-
ment, or energy OB My Part, as | dare 2y
an | under circumstances the most erivical (v this
*l'ire army; for everybody relied upin kpew
Itum the first, as well as 1 knew, it woald be fa.

12l v us 1o a tempt militaty operations, on (his
Cuasi, afier, probably, the first week in April: and
here weare at the end of Febrnary! Never(he.
:;"‘ this army is in eart; and crippled as 1 aw in
w' means required and promised, I shall go for-
":li:‘t‘il:;i e[:[:;::'t o |a:c Vera Croz and its cas-
a i M

Pevilence of the é:,{ sl.!:’ pursuing the enemy,the

Tue city and casle were captared March
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29:h, and with about one-fourth of the necessary
means for a road train, (no fault of mioe,) the
retreat, in pursuil of the enemy, was vigorously
commenced April 8th. The baitle of Cerro Gor-
do soon followed, and we occupied Jalapa and
Perote, where we were obliged 10 wail for sup-
plies (rom Vera Cruz. lo those positions, | was
made to writhe under apother disappointment.

In my four memorials to the depariment, cn the
further prosecution of the war aeainst Mexico,
wrillen a. Washinglon—and, dated, respectively,
October 27, November 12, 16 and 21—[it was
only intimated to me in the nizht of November
18, that I might prepare mysell for the field]—
papers in which I demonsirated that Vera Cruz
was the true base of operations, ard that the ene-
my's capilal could not probably be reached from
the Rio Grande; I estimated that, atter taking that
greal seaport, “about 20,000 men,” or “an army of
“ more than 20,000 men may be needed : 1. To
“ beal in the fieid and in passes, any accumulated
“ force in the way; 2. To garrisou many impor-
*(anl paints in the rear, to secore a [ree commau-
“ pication with Vera Cruz; 3. To make distant
% detachments, in order togather in, without long
* halts, necessary subsistence.”

And that torce, I supposed, including volun-
teers, and aided by land and money bounties,
might be raised in time, by adding ten or twelve
new regiments ol regulars, and filling up the
ranks of the old

A bill was introduced for raising ten addi-
tional regular regiments; and 1 cerlainly do not
mean to charge the department withthe whole
delay, in passing the bill through Congress. But
it was passed February 11, 1847; and under it,
by early in April, some few thousand men had
been already raised and organized. My distress
may be conceived, by any soldier, on learning,
at Jalapa, April 27, that the whole of that force
had been sent, under Brigndier General Cad-
walader, to the Rio Grande frontier!

Inmy letter to the department, writlen the
day after, | said 1 had expected that—

“Detachments of the new regiments would,
as youhad promi-ed me, begin to arrive in this
month, and continue to follow perhaps into
Juoe.” “How many (volunteers) will re-engage,
under the act approved March 3, (only received
two days ago,) I know not; probably but few.
Heace the greater my disappointment caused by
sending the new troops to the Riv Grande; for,
besides their keeping the road in our present
rear open for many weeks by marches in suc-
cessive (etachments, I had intended, as I advan.-
ced, to leave strong garrisons in this place, (Ja-
lapa,) in Perote, and Puebla, and to keep at the
head of the movement a force equal to any pro-
bable opposition. It may now depend on the
pumber of the old volunteers, who may re-en-
gage, and the pumber of new t-oops that may
arrive frcm the Brazos in time, as also in some
degree upon the advance of Major General
Taylor, whether I shall find this army in strength
to leave the garrisons, and to occupy the capi-
tal.”

I may add, that only about filty individuals of
the oid volunteers re-engaged under the provi-
sions of the actof March 3; that the remainder
were discharged May 4; that Maj. Gen. Taylor
made no movement in advance of Saltillo; and
that the new regulars, inciuding Cadwalader's
brigade, only began to coms up with me at Pu-
ebla in July, but not in sufficient numbers till Au-
gust 6. The next day the army commenced ils
advance upon the Capital, with a lizle more
than 10,000 effective men.

It is not exiravagant to say thal, il Brigadier
General Cadwalader's torces had not been diveri-
ed from e to the Rio Grande, where he was
made 10 lose, without any benefit 1o Major Gen.
Taylor, much precious ime, | mizht easily bave
taken this city in the month of June, and at one-
fifth o! the luss sustained in August and Seplem-
ber. The enemy availed himsell of my forced
delay at Puebla 1o collect, to treble, 10 organize
and discipline his forces, asalso lu erect nume-
rous and powerfal defences with batleries. Near-
ly all thuse extracrdinary preparations fur our re-
cepiion were made afier the middle ol June.—
And it is known that the news ol the victory of
Buena Visia reached Washioglon in time lo
countermand Cadwalader’s orders for the Rio
Grande, before his departure from New Orleans.
‘'wo rifl: companies, with him, received the
countermand there, and joined me early.

I koow that I had the misloriune 1o give of-
{ence to the depariment, by expressinz mysell to
the same effect from Jalapa, May 6. Ina report
of that date, 1 said:

“The subject of that order (No. 135, old olun-
teers) has given me lung and deep sulicitude,—
To part with so large and so respectable a portivu
of this army, in the middle ol & hostile country
which, thungh broken in its power, is not yeldis-
po-ed (o sue lor peace—io provide lor the relurn
home of seven regiments from (his interior posi-
tion, at a time when L iod it quite diticolt Lo pro-
vig~ transportation and supplies for the opera’ing
forces which remain—and all this without any
prespect of succor or reinfurcements in, perhaps,
ihe next seven months—bayond some 300 armny
reciuils—present novelies utterly uoknuwn to
any invading army belore.  With the addition of
ten or (welve thousand new levies in April or
May—asked tor, and ontil very recently expect-
ed—or even with the addition ol (wo ur ihree
thousand pew troops, destined for this army, but
suddenly, by the orders of the War Deparlment,
diverted to the Rio Grande frontier, | might, not-
withstanding the unavoidable discharge of the old
volunlesrs—seven regiments and two indepen-
dent companies—advance with confidence upon
ihe ememy’s capital, I shall, nevertheless, ad-
vauce; but whether beyond Puebla, will depend
on intervening information and reflection, ‘The
general panic given to the enemy at Cerro Gor-
do still remaining, I think il probable that we
shall go to Mexico; or, if the enemy recover lrom
that, we musit renew (he consiernativn by an-
other blow.”

Thus, like Cortez, finding mysell isclated and
abandoned, and again, like bim, always alraid
that the next ship or wessenzer might recall or
tarher cripple me—I 1esolved no longer to de-
pend on Vera Cruz ur home, bul to render my
liitle army “a self-suslaining machine"—as [ in-
furmed every body, includiug the head of the War
Depanment—and advanced to Puebla,

It was in reference 1o the foregoing serious
causes of complaint, and others, 1o be found in
my reports at larze—particularly in respect to
money tor the disbursing siafl officers, clothing,
and Sir. Trist, commissioner—that [ eoncluded
wy report rom Puebla, June 4, in these words:

*Considering the many croel disappointments
and mort.ficativns 1 have been maide to leel since
1 lefi Washington, and the total want of snpport
or sympathy on the part of the War Depariment,
which | have so lung experienced, I beg to be re-
cale! frum this aimy the moment it inay be sale
for any persun to embark at Vera Cruz—which,
I suppose, will be early in November. Probably
all field vperations will be over lung belore that
time,"”

But my next report [July 23] from Pucbla bas,
no doubt, in the end, beeo deemed more unpar-
donable by the department. In that paper, after
speaking of tbe “happy change in my relativns,
both official and private, with Mr. Trist," I con.
tinued:

“Since aboutthe 26th ultimo [June] our inter-
course has been frequent and cordial, and [ have
found bim | Mr. T.] able, discreet, courtecus, and
amiable, At home it so chanced that we had
but the slightest possible acquaintance with each
other. Hence more or less of reciprocal preju-
dice; and of the existence of his leelings towards
me, | knew (by private letters) before we met, that
at least a part of the cabinet had a tull intima.
tion.  Still, the prononnced misunderstanding be-
tween Mr. Trist and mysell covld nothave oc-
curred bat for otber circumstances: 1. His be-
ing ubliged 1o send forward your letter of April
14, insiead of delivering it in person, with the
explanatory papers which he desired lo commu-
nicate; 2, His bad health in May and June,
which I am happy to say has now become good;
and 3. The exireme mistification into_which
your letter, and particularly an interlineation, un-
avoidably threw me. So far as I am concerned,
I am perfecily willing that all I have beretofore
written to the depariment about Mr. Trist should
be suppressel. I make this declaration as due to
my present esteem for that genileman; but ask
no favor, or desire mone, at the hands of the de-
partment. Justice to myself, however tardy, I
shall take care to have done. * . .
1 do not acknowledge the justice of either of
your rebukes con'ained in the letter of May 31,

in relation to Mr. Tri-t and the prisoners at

erro Gordo;) and that1 donot here triumphant-
Iy vindicate myself, is not from the want of
will, means, orabiliy, but fime. The first I-tter
(dated February 22) received from you, at Yera
Cruz, contained & censure, and 1am now re-
buked for the unavoidable—nay, wise, if it had
not been unavoidable—release, on parole, of the
prisoners taken at Cerro Gordo—even before
one word of commendation from government
has reached this army on account of its gallant
corduct in the capture of those prisoners. (No
such commendation has yet been received—Feb-
ruary, 1848.)—So, in regular progression, 1
may, should the same army gallantly bear me
inlo the city of Mexico, in the next six or seven
weeks—which is probable, if we are not arrest-

ed by a peace or a truce—look to be dismissed
from the service of my country! You will per-
ceive that [ am aware (as 1 have long been) of
the dangers which hang over me at home; but
I, too, am & citizen of the United States, and
well know the obligations imposed under all
circumstances by an enlightened patriotism. In
respect to money, I beg again to report that the
chielf commissary (Captain Grayson) of this
army has not received a dollar from the States
since we landed at Vera Cruz, March 9.—
He now owes more than #200,000, and s
obliged to porchase on credit, at great disad-
vantages. The chief quartermacter (Captain
Irwin) has received perhaps £60,000, and
labors under like incuombrauces. Buith have
«o'd dravghts to small amounts, and borrowed
largely ot the pay deparunent, which has re-
ceived about hall of the money estimated for.—
Consequently, the 1roops have some four months'
pay due them. Qur poverty, or the neglectof the
disbursing departinents at home, has been made
known, o our shame, in the papers of the capi-
tal here, through a letter from Lieut. Col. Huut,
that was found on the person of the special mes-
senzer from Washingion, The army is also
suflering greatly from the want ol necessary
clotning—including blankets and greaicoats.—
The new troops, (those who have last arrived,)
as destituie as the others, were first lold that they
would find abundant sopplies at New Orleaps;
next at Vera Cruz, and finally here; whereas,
we now have, perhaps, a thousand hands mak-
ing shoes and (oot of bad materials, and at hizh
rates,) pantaleons, These ariicles, aboul 3002
pairs vl each, are abrolutely necessary to cover
the nakedness of the troops, February 28, off
Lobos, I wrote 1o Brigadier Geaeral Brooke 0
direct the quartermaster at New Orleans (o send
to me large snpplies of clothing. March 16—23,
General Brooke replicd that the quartermaster al
New Orleans had ‘neither clothing nor shoes;’
aud that be was ‘fearful that, unless they have
been sentout to you direct, you will be much dis-
appointed.” Some sinall quantity of clothing.
perhaps one-fifih of our wanis, came 1o Vera
Cruz from some quarter, and followed us 1o Jala-
pa acd this place.”

I must here specially remark, that this report,
No, 30, though torwarded the night of iis date,
(July 25,) secmsto have miscarried. Perceiving,
about November 27, that it was not acknowledg-
ed by the depariment, 1 causei a duplicate to be
made, signed it, and sent 1 ofl by the eane con-
veyance with iy despalch No. 36, and the charzes
against Brevet Major General Worth, Major
General Pillow, and Brevet Lieut. Col. Duncan,
together with the appeal azainst me ol the for-
mer. All these are acknowledged by the depart-
ment in the same letter (Jan. 13) that recalls me.

It was that budget of papers that caosed the bluw
of fuwer, so long sos~pended, o 1all on a devaoted
head. Thethree arrested officers, and be who had
endeavored to enforce a necessary discipline a-
gainst them, are all to be placed together before the
same court ;—the innocent with the guilty, the ac-
cuserand the accused, the judge and his prisnners,
are dealt with alike. Must impartial justice!—
But there 15 a discriminatinon with a veugeance!
While the parties are vn trial—il the appealer is
10 be Iried at all, which seems doabijul—iwo are
restored to their corps—one of them with his bre-
vet rank—and 1am deprived of my command!
There can be but one step more in the same di-
rection :—thirow the rules and articles of war in-
1o the fire, and leave all ranks in the army free to
engage in denunciations and a general scramble
for precedence, authority, and execuiive favors.
The pronunciamenls, on the part of my factious
jurors, is most trinmphant.

My recall—under the circumstances, a severe
punishment before trial—bot to be lullowed by a
trial here, that may ran into the antumao—and on
matters | am but partially permitted to know by
the depariment and my accusers—is vely inge-
niously placedon two gronnds: 1 My own je-
ques!, meaniog (hat of June 4, (quoied abuve,
and there was nu other belore the ‘epartiment,)
which had been previously (July 12) a-knowl
edaged and rebokingly dechined, 20 Thearres: ot
Brevet Major General Worth, lor writing to the
department “ander the pretext and forin of anap-
peal,” an open letter, 1o be sent through me, in
which I was grossly and falsely accused of “ma-
lice” and “conduct unbecoming an officer and
gentleman, in (he matter of the general order No,
349, on the subject oi poffing letters for the news-
papers at home.

On that second point, the letter irom the depart-
ment of Jaovary 13 is mose than ingenious, it is
elaborate, suble, and prefinnd—a professional
gissertation, with the rare merit ol teaching prin-
ciples until now wholly unkown to military codes
and treatises, and of course lo all mere soldiers,
however great their experience in the field.

I have notin this plaee ime todo moere than hint
at the fatal consequences vl the nuvel doctnne in
question. According to the departmert, any fac-
liouts junior may, at kis pleasure, in th* midst of
the enemy—using “the pretextand lorm of an ap-
peal” against his commmander, insuli and ouirege
him to the grossest extent—thongh he be the ge-
neral-in-chiel, and charged with 1he conduer of
the most critical operations; and that comman-
der may not arrest the incipient muineer, nniil
he hall have first Jaid dowa his own aathority,
and submitted Aimsgelf 1o a trial, or wait at least
until a distantpericd of leisure for a judicial ex-
amination of the appeall And this is precisely
the case under consideration. The department,
in ils eagerness lo condemn me, could not take
time 10 learn of the experienced, that the general-
in-chiel who once submils loan outrage frum his
junior, must lay his account lo suffer the like
from all the vicions unier him—at leastdown to
a rank that may be supposed without influerce,
in high quarters, bcyond the army. But this would
nol be the whole mischiel 1o the punlic service —
Even the great mass ol the spirited, inteilizent
and well affecred among his brothers in arms,
would soon rednce such commander to uller im-
becility, by holding him in just searn and con-
tempt for his recreancy to himsell and coun'ry.—
And arediscipline and effi.ieney of o value n tie
firlo?

But it was not my request of June 4, nor report
No. 30, [of July 25] so largely quoted from abuve;
nor yet the appeal ol one pronun:iado that has at
lengih brought ¢own upon me this visitation, so
clearly predicted. That appeal, no doubt, had iis
merits—considering it came from an erratic
brother—a deserter from the other extreme—who
havinz just made his peace with the frue failh,
was bound to signalize apestacy by acceplable
denunciations of one lur whom, up'to Vera Croz,
he had professed, [and not without cause ] the
highest obligations. [It was there he learned Irom
me that I was doomed at Washingion, and
siraighi way the apostale began (o seek, through
a quarrel, the means of turning that knowledge 1o
his own benefit.] No. There was [recenily]
still another ¢lement associated in the work —kept
as far as practicable out of the 12tler of recall—an
influence proceeding from the other arrested ge-
neral—who is gnite willing that it should gene-
rally be understoud [and who shall gainsay bis
significant acquiescence 3--] that all rewardsand
punishmen's, in this army, were, Irom the firsi,
1o follow his recommendations. This, the more
powerful of the pronunciados against No. 349,
well knew at the time, as I spon knew, that he
was justly obnoxious, not enly tothe animadver-
sions of tha! order, but to other censures of yeta
much graver character.

In respect to this eeneral, the lewer of recallob-
serves, parenthically, but with an acumen wor-
thy of more than a “hasty” notice, that some of
my specifications of his misconduct are hardly
consistent with “your [my] official reporis and
communications.”

Seemingly, this is a most just rebuke, But,
waiting for the trials, I will here briefly staie,
that, unfortunately, I tollowed that General's
own reports, written and oral; that my confi-
dence, Ient him, in advance, had been bul very
slightly shaken, as early as the fitst week in Oc-

tober; that, up to that time, from our entrance in- |
| tion and election.

to this city, | had been at the desk, shut oot from

personal interconrse with my brother cfficers, and |

that it was not till that co: finement that facts,
conduct and molives began to pour in upon me,

A word as o the 5:h article of war. | can
truly say that, 1o this and nther commuanications,
[ have not designed the slightest disrespect to the
commander-in chief of the army and vavy of the
United States. No doubt he, like myseli and all
otheis, may fall inty mistakes as to pariicolar
men; and 1 cannot, kaving mysell been behind
the curtain, admit the lezal fiction that aiu acis
of a Secretary are the acls of the President Yer,

in my delensive statements, | have ofiered no |

wanton disconriesy to the head of the War De
parime nt, alihongh thai tunciionary 1s not in the
enumetation ol the above-mentioned article.

Ciiging my correspondence with the depart.
ment, until after the approaching irial, 1 have the
koaor 1o remain, respeetfully,

Your most obedient servant,
WINFIELD SCOTT.
The Hon. Secnerany cr War,
Washington, D. C.

[ Mr. Marey's replyis commenced on Steond Page.]

e B T

The Patria, of Taurin, says:—"“An cflensive
and detensive league against Ausiria has bevn
concluded beiween Charles Albert, the Pope, the
Kiog ol Naples and the Grand Duke of Tusca-
py, It will shortly be published.”

RICHMOND, VA., FRIDAY MORNING,

MAY 5, 1848.

THE_ENQUIRER,

RICHMONT, Va,

Thursday Morning, May 4, liiq;ﬂ

A SORT OF DILEMMA.

The Editors of the \V]‘Iig seem Lo have Sprung
from their beds at an early hour on Tuesday
morning, to enjoy the perusal of Old Zuc's Jet-
ter in the Republican; for yesterday's “leader,”
of “unreasotable length,® was struck off at a
heat, before the arrival of the Allison lett*F,
which reached us by the Southern mail about
half past 10, A. M. The Whig’s comments on
the Baldwin or Gallaher letter open with the
ominous remark, that “letter-wriung has heen
the death of more han one Presidential aspi-
rant, if not occasionally of a uominee for that
office,” It then proceeds to show why such are
the fatal results of letter-writing, and argues,
that Mr. Polk, “an adroit politician,” (the
Whig press have generally ridiculed him as an
“imbeeile”—a noboiy !) by writing one single

letter, the famous “Kane letter, the model of an
electioneering epistle,” succeeded in utterly
vsconfounding these who insistfet] on “putting
him to the question"* by the use of phrases.™ It
is far different, argues the Whig, with the *in-
genuous, unsophistica'ed, unambitious” General
Taylor, and the “open, frank and fearless” Mr.
Clay, (the Whig does not say that he is “uvam-
bitious!") who, “if they answer at all, as they
are very apt to do, wili reply in eategorical and
explicit terms.” Hence, says the Whig, the
defeat of Mr. Clay, who “answered all ques-
tions, whether from friend or foe, careless of ail
consequences, and only desirous tiat his views
on all questions of public policy might be under.
stgod.” And hence, we presume, the expected de. |
feat of Gen. Taylor, who, the Wkig informs us, |
“has wrilten too many letters.” It is true, as |
that paper says, from General Tarlor’s position, |
| whe had npecessarily very little to say;" but the
“musrepresentalions of his opiniois™ compelled, |
him to “*come out” in his letter ts Mr. BEaldwin
or Mr. Gullaher. But, stll, if th Whig means
| any thing at all, it clearly mean:that General
{ Taylor, who ‘“has written too nany letters,”
has subjected himsell to the caezory of the
s'open, frank and fearless™ but unortunate Mr.
Clay, and that, Lke his greal proto.ype in [etter-
writing, he, too, must, for kis mulifarious epis-
tles, reap the bitter fruits of *“‘defeal.” And
hers we would rtemark, that the Whig in dila-
| ting upon Mr. Clay's fatal cacortics seribendi
| does great injustice to Messra. Polk und Bucha-

nan's “clectioneering,” and giver vastly too

much credit to Mr. Clay's “‘opennes and frank-
| ness *  Mr. Polk wrote one single Ltter, which
{ was read from one end of the Union to the
| other, and the views of which hav: been fully
realized and earried out, since his =levation to
the Presidency. [And, sirange to siy, the only
| s>ntence in the Kane letter upm which any
 doubt has been expressed, is almast identical, |
word for word, with a senlenie in one of |
Mr. Clays Georgia anti Tanfl letters!]—
Mr. Clay, on the other hand, wmie a num-
ber of letters, suited to the Nothern and
Southern latitudes respectively. 0 his many
| letters on Pexas, some were quoed at the
North d:cidedly agzainst annexation, and
others cited at the South, to prove that his
election alone would srcure the admission
of Texas. “Good Cassius™ tells us that Mr. Clay
oufthe Native American question wore two faces
QOa the Tandl, too, Mr. Clay's levers 1o Georzia
and kis letter to Pennsylvania were of &nana-
gonistic aspeet.  And on this guesiion the Whig
does great wrorg to Mr, Buchanan, That ceni-
tleman did not, as has been fully provel, contni
that Mr. Polk was a beiter Taritl man than Mr
Clay, but that he was &s goud a Taril man ; ind
his grounds were, that Mr. Clay, in his Georzia
letter, had advocated the Compromise Act, as
had done Mr. Polk. When Mr. Bochanan mide
his speech, Mr. Clay’s lener 1o Pennsyivana,
openly in favurol “protection,” had not appeazd.
It was from his (ivorgia letter that Mr. Buch:n-
andrew his parallel, When the later letieito
Pennsylvania appeared, the whole aspect of be
aflair was chansed, So much for Mr. Cliy's
“openness and frankuess” in writing varions et-
ters fo suit various places, [Is it sirange tha he
was so utterly prostrated in 15441

But to return from a digression, which we crld
not avoid, 10 the Whiz's comments npon the Bild-
win or Gallaher letter. It is evident that he
letter goes much fariher than the Whig expeet-
ed or desired: “The denizl by General Tayor
of the authenticity of the conversatiens asri-
bed to him by eertain Mississippi letter-writrs,
(says the Whig.) places him precisely wherehe
stood before those letters were published.'—
But, though the denial proves that he neser
in latitudinous construetion, in conteading uat
expressed any such opinions, the Whig indulies
it also follows that he does not entertain them.
The Whiz goes on to say, that il has “not the
shadow o! a doubt that he {Gen. T.) is in all 28-
sential puints “a Whig in principle,” apd, cnr-
taining this undoubting conviction, we are pre-
pared to support him cordially and zealously,1f

HE BE Ti: soMiNEE OF THE Wine panry.”

Thus far all goes smooth'y; but, on looking
more closely into rhe letter, the Whig sces dis-
tinelly that Old Zae has flaunted the banner of
revolt in the face of the Whig parts: that, o
defiance of all Conventions, he means to be a
candidate at all hazards, and that he will not
quit the field, or ‘“‘surrender™ liis independent
position, lor Mr. Clay or 2ny body else! The
Whig has too often lashed the “folly and mad-
ness’ of those v ho woull set up for themselves,
independent of Whig organization, now fo
sibmit to any such proposition—and it gives
to Old Zac and his “independent” friends
a plain talik. which we copy in full—
Its argument is unanswerab'e,  Juiells the pecu-
liar nolus valus Taylorites, that the game they
would play is “rather Loo stiong”—even for “ihe
viteran political gamblers of the National Con-
vention’’—that the members of ihat body will
never submit to the game “Heads I win, Tails
you lose,” by which they must lose all ani gain
| nothing—in a word, that as long as old Zac
stands on his present independent position, he is
in imminent danger of defeat both in the nomina-
Butit is unnecessary for us
1o make any comment on the Whig's argument,
It cannot be strengibened, as all who read the ful-
lowing will admit, The “irdependency” ol Gen
Taylor means utter “disorganization” of the
Whig party and openly defics their National |
Convention:

“In one ward, we have not the shadow of a |
doubt that he is in all essential points “a WHig |
vpoN principLe;” and, enteriaining this undeubt. |
inz conviction, we are prepared to support him |
| cordially and zealously, IF RE BE THE NCMINEE UF |
tne Whio party. We regret, theretore—and it |
isthe only thing we much regrel lo ee in the
foreguing leter—ihat Gen. Taylor, while expres-
sing a willingness o _rccei\.'l:. un.’.e'r any t:-mum-
siances, the nomination ot the Whig National
Conventiop, shoald have deewmed it necessary o
say, in s0 many wN'_L. that, should he lail 0 do
so, he wiil, so far as itdepends upon himsell, Te-
nain a candidate Such a declarativn is caicu-
Jated to dsprive him of that nomipation, it there
were vlherwise a cerlainty ol his getting 1—
 Heads I iwcin, Tails you lose,” is rather too sltuhjg
a game, in politics, a> in less jmporiant mal-
lers. ‘The very basis upon which Conventions
are orgapized is a spirit of corpromise,—
the members, as well as those who are willing
to receive (he vote of such bodies, consenting, tor
the sake of & common (riumph, lc submil o the

| in the face,

chances of an individual sacrince. If thisrole
is to be violated—it one of the individuals will-
ing o receive its vote, may say “il you nominzie
me, | will aceept the nomination, but il you o
ooy, I will be a candidate in opposition to your
nominee,” it is manifest that Conventions are
themselyes snlemn farces, or even worse. Itean
~_cafceiy be expecied that some two hundred and
fifiy gentlemen will consent to meet in Philadel-
phia, in June next, from the most remote parts of
the Union, a1 great inconvenience and expense to
many il not all of them, simply fur the purpose
Ul HOMINATING A GENTLEMAN WHO IS ALREADY IN
THE FIELD, “NOLENS VOLENS,"” ard intends
S0 1o remain, Whether a majority of them shall
think it advisable or unadvisable. For one, we
confess we do not like his part of Gen, Taylor's
teiter; and, fojeseeing that it will constitate an
insuperable objection with some, who would be
otherwise i (avor of General Taylor's nomina-
tion, we regrel that he has been indoced to as.
sume an auitade so embarrassing to all ol his
friends, except the handfull who expect to sup-
port him as an “independent” candidate, and
which may have the effuet of defeatioz his own
nomination and election. T'hat the General does
noteare to be clecied, one may readily infer from
the langzuage of his letter, but, it he be thus indil-
lerent o his own succeas, heought o feelsome
anxiety for the triumph of seund principles and
wholesome measures; and we do not very clearly
cmnnrg-henfi, therefore, why he has determined
s pertinacionsiy to eling to his position as a can-
didate tor an office that he does not want, in op-
pusition to buth the Whiz anil Democtatie nome-

INECS, 1P BY DUING SO IF PHALL WEAREN AND DE-
FEAT THE FORMER. and render the election of the
latter inevitab'e ”

Soon alter the above positive declarations ol
the Whig were penned, the Allison letter came
into the hands of the Whig Editor, and, in a P.
5., he eagerly clniches at a single expression, as
affording some little hope of safery, Iesays:

“We are more pleased with it than we have
been with any previous exposition of his views,
lndeed, as an enunciation ol general principles,
it mre:s our ungoalified approbation; and had we
received it beiore our comments had been pre-
pared on his letier to the Editors ot 1he Republi-
can, we should have dremed them wnn:cessary.
31_11, as they are wrilten, we let them remain.
We unferstand clearly nosw, thatalthough Ge-
neral Taylor will not withdraw his ewn name in
the event ol the nomination of another indi-
vidual by the Philadelphia Convention, yet his
patENDs are at liberty to do & whepever THEY
way desm it cxpedieni and that they will un-
questivpably advise his withdrawal in the event
of the nomination of any other Whig, cannul
te doubicd. The peculiarity ol the circums!an-
ces under which the Genersl was brought for-
ward as a candidate, auTHorizes, and almost con-
PELs him 1o lake this ground; and, for noe, we
are satisfied with i1; as, indeed, we are with the
admirable sentiments—and especially those rela-
tive lo Executive power and INFLUENCE —embo-
died in his leter,™

Why were the Whia’s comments “anneccssa-
1577 Does the old soldier’s second letier “surren=
der” the indepenident ground of the first?  Does it
indicate that he will leave the field and submit to
the Convention? On the contrary, dues it nol, as
the Repnbiican truly says, confirm that position?
It is the merest guibhie, then, in the Whig to pro-
fese o be Ysatishied,” with s furmer very strong
expressions in the same article siaring the reader
But last evening’s Republican cuts
away even this fas! plank of the Whig.

The Republican’s editors certamly ouzht 1o
know what the Old Hero means,  As his curres-
pundents. they are his best commentators—and
what do they say?  They say that they “wish 10
be clearly unlersiond, tur we would nut desitea
vote, nor seek 1o retain one for Gen, Taylor upon
zronnds which are not sancuoned by his rea)
views and position.” ‘Chey, therefore, argue
conclusively, that Gen. Tayl.r's position, asem®
phatically anoouticed in the letier Lo themselves,
is “entirely cmfirmed in the leuier to Capain Ali-
son”—that they wrote to him expressly “in re.
eard 1o his independent position,” lor they *wi-h-
el no concealment”—and that his leiter, as pab-
lished, shows his “irue sround in every respect.’s
Trey continne as follows:

wGen. Tavlor, then, docs nof d sive fo i idrare,
Lot wio will be the Candidate of the Whig Conven-
tiom.  He cannot withdraw, because he is already
the catdidate of the prople, made so without re-
{+rence tu Conventions, by men ol all parties.—
Elis deciaration upon this point, in his letier 1o the
tepublican, harmonizes with those of every let-
ter he has wnitien, and is confirmed, instead ot
being modified, by the fellowing manly avowal
in his letter to Capt. Alison:

© 4] pave consented to the use of my name as a
candidate for the Presidency. [ have frankly
avowed my own distrust of my fitness lor that
station; but, having, ar the solicitation ol many
of my counirymen, laken my posiiiod as a can-
didate, I donot feel atliberty to surrender that po-
sijon, until wy friends manifest a wish that I
<hould retire from it. I willthen most gladly dv
so, "

In other words, Gen, Tayler, is in the hands of
his “cousTrRyMEN,” and, being 8 candidate by
their zet, not his own, be will cease to be such
when it is their desire that he should retire. And
who are the “eonntrymen” to whamn he re!er:-l'I—
Why undoubiedly the peaple—Whizs, Natires
anit Democrats—who, through their various Con-
ventions and presses, have called him to the field,
Itis for them tosay whether he shall withdraw;
tor thent, who have never appealed to a Natonal
Convention, and many of whom are nut, in [act,
Wlhias at all, say wh=ther he shall retire 2t
the dictanion of  cauces, 1t may be as well un-
verstoud now as ever, that the people have placed
Gen, Zachary Taylor in the field; thal ke '-"””’:"
wethdraw, AND WILL NOT BE WITHDRAWN. We
wake this devlaration, lecanse itis the truth, and
we wish o man lo support him on any mistaken
supposition. We shall be sorry il its effect is to
drive any of cur old Whiz friends trom his ban-
rer, but we console ourselves wilh the lull assur-
ance that those Whigs who will refuse to suppott
him are those who would never, in any e¢venl
bave given him a support worih having; and that
their places wiil be more than supplivd by inde-
pendent and patriotic milliuns of the American
People.”

Nothing can b2 stronger than ihis lanzuage.—
lndeed the plain words of Gen, Tayler's iwo let-
\e/< can mean nothing else, however the Whig
may lorture them by quitibles, The old soldier
has taken hisstand— his “friends” have taken their
siand—and “A¢ il not he withdrewn,”

Henry Clay or any other W hiz be nominated by |

the Conven:ion, FHere, it strikes US, the road
in the Whig raaks must a forli—
We shall see whether independency” or
“ Whig organizaton” will ssurrender’’— whe-
ther the *handtul” or the ather faction will give
way, As the day for the Cunvention approach-
es, we will have some #eich’ developements,

Hereatter we shall have a word o say as lo
the exposition of Gen. Taylor’s “principles” in
the Alison leiter.

GEN. SCOTT AND MR. MARCY.

We publish to-day Gen. Scot’s most exiraordi-
nary and unprovoied letter, which wantoniy as-
sails the Administrazion as zuilly ol ihe bases;
crimes and misdemeanors.  As the Union says,
it is like a ol of indzelment, showing on its face
that it was entirely nueailad for amd baseless in
its charges. The defence of Mr. Marcy we shall
pub ish as rapidly as possitle, Ii isone of the
most powerful papers we have ever read and, as
a Whig friend cbserved yesterday, portions ol it
are worthy oi“Junius.” Theanswer isconclusive:
orerwhelming,and the accuser is uiterly refuted by
his own evidence. This remarkable leiter of Mr.
Marey will elevate him to a highcminence in pub-
licopinivn. Even the most therough Whigs admit
the power of the paper and the perfect vindication
of the War Deparument from the upjust and
sweeping assauli, A highly intelligent member
of that party has said that Mr Marcy has not
left General Scott “one inch of groand to stand
upon, nor a loep o hang donbt upon.”" But our
readers will judze for thewselves,

ForGen. Sco't, as a =kiltul and accomplished
oicer and soldier, we have great respect. He
has many moble qnalities as a man—but upon
the prasent occasion, 1o cur deep rearet, his evil
senigs has led him to assume an attitode of a:

?aLk, trom which the Secretary of War cou]-_t nui
tail i drive him by the weapon of truth, withoet

sarrendering all selt.respect as a man, all digni-

Yiptake

i

whether |

.

1BE

1.

The steamship Massachoseus has arrived at
New Orleans from Vera Cruz, bat with no later
news, This is the vesse] which was, it was said,
to convey Gen. Scott to N, York., We presume,
therefure, that not the North but New Orleans is
his destination, She brought over several officers,
with 148 sick soldiers—also the remains of Lieut,
Perrin Watson, 14ih Infantry; Liew. M, L. Shac-
kleford, 21 Antillery; Lieut. Calvin Benjamin,
4th Artillery, and Mr. T.T. Tucker, of East Ten-
nessee,

The pevple of Texas are improving their ri-
vers and opening their roads. A steamer now
runs regularly beiween Galvesion and Port La-
vaca, in connexion with the line ol steam ships
o N, Orleans—a greal convenienee lo Wesiern
Texas,

The anniversary of the balile of San Jacinlo
—the 21st of April—was celebrated “with all the
honers” in Galveston.

In the House, on Mooday, on Mr. McKay's
mation, the hour for opening the sessivn was fix-
ed at 11, A, M.

The several appropriation bills were made the
special order for Wednesday (to day) and every
day therealter, except Fridaysand Sawardays, un-
til disposed of,

The Matamoras Fiag of the 8h Al inds e
following painful news trom Monterey o the 20ih
ult. We trust that there may be some mistake
as to the alleged muarders :

The news of the ratification of the Treaty by
the U. Siates Scnate reached Gen, Wool on the
worning of the 29th, aud, it is said, produced
quite a siir in camp. [t was rumored in Mun-
terey, though not moch credit was given to
the siory, that several Awerican merchanis had
been recently murdered near the Mazipil,

The Monterey Gazette learns [rom its ageni
in Saltillo, that three men of the Virginla regi-
ment had been murdered at Parras a few days
azo. The murderers were arresicd, and it was
supposed wounld be hung.

Appropriate honors were paid by the garrison
at Monterev, on the 23d ult, to the memory of
Jubn Q. Adams

——————
ELECTION,

We yesterday received but few returns—and
nothing to swell or diminish the nett gains, (11,)
which stand as we pablished (hem yesterday —
We have leuers confisming the news of the sue-
cess of Arnett, Dem., in Marion, and Tanzey,
Dem., in Monongalia, (although in each ot ihese
\WO counties three Democrals ran agaiost one
Whig!) and ot Bassell, Dem., in Harrison.—
Brooke, and T'yler & We:zel, it will Le seen, have
swod firm and true. To-day's mails will bring
decisive accounts from Little ‘U'ennessee and the
Greepbrier region.

PRESTON.
Kixgwoon, Prestoxn, April 29, 1548,
To the Lditors of the Kaguirer,

Below Isend you toe vote given in this coun-
ty for members of the Leaislaure—viz : for Cuol,
Buckner Fairfax, Democrat, 443; lor Maj. Win,
B. Zinn, Whig, 435; which leaves Fairlax S
majority,  Oid Preston is still right, thongh by
atight fir, Next Fall we will beablewdoa
fittle better tor the Democratic cause,

ROCKBRIDGE.
LexineToN, April 1515,

Gentlemen: Returns for election of dele-
gates to the House of Delegates have been re-
ceived in full. James G. Paxton, Democrat,
has received 386 votes; J. B. Dorman, Whig,
315 Wm. Weaver, W, 234 Wm M. Gold, W.,
196; A. M. Glasgow 35; H. B. Joues 103;
about 730 votes polled.

Paxton and Dorman clectel. One Demo-
cratic gain, Yours,&e.,  ROCKBRIDGE.

KING GEORGE.

In Kinz George the vote stood: Carter, De-
mocral, 94; Wallace, Whig, 130. Wallace’s
majority J6.

oM
29,

STAFFORD.
Suttle, W. Moncure, D.
Court House 40 =5
{ Falmouth 104 165
Tackett's Mill a4 19
Tolson's Mill 21 24
224 283
224
Majority for Moncure 6y

SPOTSYLVANIA.
Eustace Conway, Demoerat, re-elected by
about 96 majority.
PRINCE WILT TAM—[orricialL |
Harrison, D. Jasper, D, Freneh, }V.

Brentsville 44 a2 33
Haymarket 109 24 20
Independence Hill 3= 13 14
Dumfries 16 Sh ..Ea
Oceoquan 40 29 38

Total 247 146 132

TAYLOR.—Burdett [W.] re-elected.

HARRISON, &e,—A lewer states that Benj,
Bassell, j=.. Dem , has swept ihe counties of Har-
rison and Duddridze—beating Fuulkes, Whiz.

BROOKE, &e.
Ty the Editors of the Enquirer: =
Waretive, Va, April 30th, 1845,
Gentlemen : | wrowe yon yesierday that “DE-
vockaric Magsuany” was again redeemed.—
Brovke and Haxcock have also dune their duty,
anid elected DeCamps, Dem , by 196 majoriiy.—
Werzsnt and TyLeg, 1oo, stood up to the work
mantully, and elected Col. Boyers, Dem,, by up-
wards of 100 majority. Su you will see aiis
riaht in this quaiter, and that Clayism and Tay-
lorism are “no go' here. Our mouatain coun-
1ies are as firm as ever in the faith—bur, unforiu-
pately, we have loo many aspiranis. 1 think,
liowerer, all will be well. Tt your section ot the
State dors as well as the North west, then Whig
gery and the “No Pariy” pariy, are completely
ousicd. Yours,

T the Editors of the Enquirer.
THE TRIUMPH IN CULPEPER,

We think thit we can claim a place in the
Enquirer w interchange congratulations with the
| Democracy of the Stare upon the result of our

election. Last epring Juhn 8. Barbour, Jr,, was

elecied on the tullest vole that had ever been polled
[ in Culpeper and over a competitor of great popu-
{ {arity, Snil it was spread abroad that he was a
cort of permissive velegaie, succeeding by the dis-
sensions of theopposite party. This sprisg every
arpliance has been used to procure n_thr:'uu:h
| rally ofthe Culpeper Whigs. At Mareh Couri a
| eentieman who had taken no aciive rart in ike
| former contesis was nominated as the Waizran-
didate. Upon this gentleman all coulc onite and
| young Barboar was (o be crushed by a klow in
which the sirength of the united party wasic be
{ felr. Bot he !id not bierch at the imposing ar
| ray. His frieads snpported him with an enthusi-
{ asm of which aty man mizht be proud. His ac-
| tive and skallul canvass jostified the confilence
of nis friends, The result is iraly astonishing.—
l The vote po'ied is fitty lareer than that ol last
| spring and by fartne largesi ever !_hn_‘wn since
the division of the county. This indicates the
extraordinary exertions upon both sides, Bare
bour's voie was 416, Major’s 377; giving Ba-
bour 39 majority in what was once called the
Whic connty of Culpeper! We have no contt
that Mr. Barbour's vute (his spring is larger than
any man, of either pany, ever received ju this
county, Oup CuLeeres.

DEMOCRATIC MEETING ix RICUMOXND.

At a Demoeratic meeting held at the City Hail
on Tuesday night, May 24, on motion, Caleb
Jones was called to the Chair, and William F.
Ritchie appeinted Secreiary.

On mation of B G. Scott, it was

Resolved, That this meeting approve of the
Electoral District Convention to be held in this
city on the 4th May, (o appnint delegates 1o the
Democratic National Convewtion at Baltimore,
and that the Chair appoint thirty one delegaies 1o
said Electoral Convention. (T

The following are the delegates appoinied by
the Chair: R. G. Scott, James A. Seddon, Tsaac
R. Watkins, John S. Caskie, Wm. W. Ciump,
John H. Cook, Hiram Bragg, R. B. Goaoch, L.
W. Glazebrook, Thomas . Ellis, John Rutner-
foord, Mark Downey, Jubn Womble, N. M. Mar.
tin. Dr. W. A. Pateson, R, O. Haskics, P,
H. Ayler, Washivgton Greenhow, John D.
Quarles, Bernard G'Neil, 8. D. Degoan, T. C.
Buros, Dr. James Dove, B. F. Lowe, Charles F.
Osbarne, T. T. Giles Daniel Trucheart, Wm.
C. Allen, Ambrose Cariton, John M. Daniel and
Wiliiam Wallaee.

On motion of John S. Caskie, the Chairman
anlSecretary were added tothe delezation.

CALER JONES, Chairman.

ty and fideliiy 1o duiy as & public vdicer, clothed
with high responsibility,

Wu. F, Rircuie, Secrelary,

| nations, shonh! ypeess

THE FAIRFIELD RACES
‘COI‘IIMEI,EEJ yesterday, and, notwithstanding the
inclement weather, there was a good attendance,

ResvLt op pipst Race—Maten £3,000:
Cul. Wra. R, Johnson's (J. M, Butis') Fi-
nancier 1
Harrison Hartwell’s Marlhank
Time —1si heat 3.56; 21 keat 401,
For the second race, ualy iwo out of the seven
enirivs sianted.  The result is as lollows -
W!.i F, \]\’inuue's produce ol his mare nod
{131 fg
Isharm Puciel’s preauce of Lobelia and o
Bengzal,
Time—1st h=at, 2 ¢3§; 21 hear, 2 054
FAIRFIELD RACES—Sgconp Day.
Proprietors purse $200; 1wo miie heats, The
folluwing is the resul:;
0. P. Hare’s b, m., Lucy Toler, by Priam,
4 vears old, 11
James Talley’s b. h, Ben, Frauklin, 5
yeits old, 2
Ar'.[hjur Taylor's b. h., by Treasuter, 4 years
old, 7 3

22

Time:—1st heat, 3.56; 2! heal, 4 minutes,
st ot s el

For the Enquirer,

Messrs. Editors © Permit an bumble Ir‘r:nu' ch-
scure individual, (but one who teels 3 deep inte-
rest 1o the wellare of our couniry,) 1o inake a
f:l;fﬂn!:;fitrtirélzgll;;?: wedium of veur paper. It

ble pe."\rr. honurat l"r.(” both
- Woenncited -1 W sy
the United States and Mexico; and 1 woold rht-u:'-
tore suggest, ter the consideration of my econtry-
men, that we hold a portion of the Mexican ter-
ritory—say that portion at present dewanded by
our Government, not absolutely and indefeasibly,
but as a security lor Ike payment of the tive
millions of indemniy due to our merchanis
trom fMexico, and tur 1l cther legal and equit-
able demands this coun'ry may have or acquire
against :\rlle.-xica_, either under the laws of pations
or otherwise, ‘T'hat five years—Irom the date of
the Treaty—shall be allowed 10 Mexico to pay
the said claims; and if within that time she pays
them, then the Uniled States shall release every
acre of Mexican soil which, in right and justice
ttongs tu her.  But if she dees not pay the said
claims at or beture the expiration o the five
years, the said territory shall belong, indefeasioly
and absolutely, to the United States.

As o idemnity tor the expenses of the war,
if, accurding o the rules and rezulations ot
civilized wartare, it is right and proper thai the
[nited States shovid demand and receive it of
Mexico, then we should have it; otherwise we
should make oo such claim, Tuese are wrms
which 1 think Mexico can honorabiv accep,
withunt the least humiliation, or without the
swallest stain on her national reputation; and as
this is nota war of conquest on the pari ol the
United States, what is tair and rignt is all sie
can reasonably demand.

It would be unforiunste in thel extreme it we
should lose, or the least impair even, our present
high national character for strict impartial jus.
tice by any false step we mighit ake in this deli-
cate mader; and 1 trost that cur country will
wake nodemacd of Mexico but what is stricily
just, and so acknowledged 1o be by all impartial
and civilized pations; and 1 also trust 1hat our
putlic Iynr_'riun:lrih in arranging this matler
will not forget that grand principie of our bholy
religion : “Do upto cthers as we would that they
should do unw us”

I see there is sene prospect of peace, Per-
haps Mexico is compe led by her presem erippled
and distressed condition, to aceede to almost any
terms, Bat j¢t us show cur magnanimity, Let
us oot absolutely take her tlerritory, and appro-
priate ii in lee lo our owao gse, withoot indemni-
1y; but Jet us merely hold it as before stated, as
security lor our just and legal claims against
hier. Such a course | think would rective the
commendation of all the world; and a peace cun-
clud:d on such terms would no doubt be lasting,
and might beget a suronger tecling ol attachment
between the two couatrics than has perhaps ever
Lelore existed,

It might be one of the stipulatinas of such a
treaty, that, upon its conclusion, Mexico should
atonce enler vpon negotiations lor the seitiement
of the boundaries of Texas; and ihar, in case of
disasreement between the two Republics as o
tne boundary, the matter should be submitted 1o
sume impariial and competent umpire.

These aresome ol the views that present them-
selves o a plain unlearned mar; and 1 am sure
that some such reflections present themselves to
every lover of stiriet jusiice, wao has paid the
least attention 1o this subject, and is not two much
under the infloence of party discipline. | have
been, and sull am, a supporier of the present ad-
ministration; but it [ could tor a moment be-
lieve thal this war was waged on Mexico lor the
purpose of depriving her of a large pottion of
her acknowledged tercitory, without a fair equi-
valent, [ should at onee withdra & my suppori; and,
in thus saving, | wust believe thatl speak the

sentiments ol my countryien, generally,
ARISTIDES.

Essex Cuunty, Virzinia, 1848,
e ————
To the Editors of the Enjquirer,
CuartorTesviLLe, May 1, 1848,

Messrs, Editors : The Democratic Elecioral
District convened in Charlattesville this day at
12 o'elock, Dr. L. W. Lizon was called 1o the
Chair and Messrs, James Alexander and George
W, Randolph were appointed Secreiaries.

Upwards of 40 delezaies were in altendance.—
The Convention sentone delezate to the National
Convention forevery 100 voes cast in the District
in the last Presidential Convention--28 in all.
These 28, should they be present, will only cast
one vote, ‘Thedelegatiin is as lollows:

Arsemante —Col. Thes J. Randolph, Ancrew
Stevenson, Sheln F. Leake, Richard Poliard,
Tucker Colrs, Willlam M. Wade and B. F.
Ramdo'ph.

Aapison.—R, € Booton, R. A Banks, 5. W.
Thriti, Jobn Weaver and Thos J. Humpbreys,

Letisa—W, M. Ambler, W. O, Harris, A F.
Butler, J. K. Pendleton and Luzgh Gioodwin, Jr,

Nivsox.—F. L. Whitehead, Walker Culeman
and L. W. Ligon.

Greexg,—Capt. Thos. Davis, Capt. J. Bease-
ley and J. B While,

‘Oraner —Garrett Scott, Juseph  Hiden ard
Edwin Gibson,

Frovansa.—N. B. Gay and Rebe, Richandson,

Ater the busipess of the Coaventivn was
throuzh, a call was made upon Mr. Leake, (he
Elwcior of the District, fur a%speech, to which ke
responded in a very el qoent and tprcible man-
per, very much to the gratification of the mem-
bers cf the Convention. :

All the members of the Canvention were in the
hest r-r,i-i!l!r- o.}-i‘i‘\-; —gur)‘l fuu]ing and ha rmony
prevailingthroughout, A DrLeaate,

e e
BERKELFY COUNTY.
The following is an extract from a ietter to
the Editors of the Enquirer, dated
Gerrakpstows, April 25, 1545
The spirit of the Demoeracy, in this region,
sceme to be buoyant, ardent and determined,
and altozether in the ‘‘finest frame" for the ge-
neral ac ion whichi is to “come off” in Novem.
ber next.
There is, at the time of this present writing,
a very pretty little affair. s mewhat in the style
of the pleasant drama of “‘the Kilkenny Cats,”
in progress of exhibition on the Whig “boards™
of this county, Sowe of the Whig “fur” is
likely to be very “‘despitefully used,” and, moal-
heureusement, by the naughty elaws of Whig
grimalkins. The issue, '‘nous rerrons t

DEATHS. 4

ses M. Danier, Ji., died at his residence at
Ar{:htf.ul Court-house, on the 231 inst, in the 50th
year ol his age, alter @ onifis cunfinement by
sickpess, The voice of praise caON0L DLW reach
his ears, but triendship claims be rightof saving,
that he was @ most excellent and worthy roan,—
Iz all the relativns ui lite he sus:smed_an irre-
prnarhahlc characier, ai 'EIQChB'fE_I‘Ed with fideli-
ty, all the cbligations of a good citizen, He was
1 d he wes zenefous—sincere in his attach-

us!, an 3 : 3 a ;
Lwn"-- andantentin his feelings.  Withoot poise
he sogsht tud zowml and derived happineas trom

having il In his power 1o imparl happioess w
others. Ue has leit behind him a mach anach-
ed apd affectionate wife, sorrowing relations,
and many triends to feel and moorn his loss

Departzd this iite. at Buena Vista, on the 24h
of Fabrnary, alter a briel iliness of congastion ot
the brain, Mr. Jous L. Manso, son ol Mr. N. L
Manson, of Bedtord county, Va., and a member
of Capt,James F. Prestn’s company ol volun-

<
lee’i'i;al one Yin his glorious yoathful prime” and
iniho ful] eareer o f useluloess should be sudden-
ly cot down by the hand of Death, how melan-
choly the thought, how el-.-r;uem of the vanuy
and urcertaints of human | Bii how moch

| peignancy is added to gricf, by the refli>ciion that

bject of this notice, in addition in the charm
of yowh, was eminenily worthy of all confis
dence and esteemn, and that his mortal career was
closed and his last sigh breathed out in a hostile
and straneger land, 1ar from that country and
home where centred all his dearest hopes and

the su

best affections,
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